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REVIEWS. 



A STATISTICAL ANNIVERSARY. 

The 8th of February, 1912, marked the fiftieth anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Statistical Bureau of the City of Berlin (Das Siatistische 
Ami der Stadt Berlin). The first movement to centralize the statistical 
work of the different municipal departments in one bureau began six years 
earlier, receiving its first impulse from the directors of the Berlin charities. 

Prof. Dr. Heinrich Silbergleit, the present director of the bureau, in a 
brief historical memorial commemorating this statistical jubilee, cites 
the enormous growth of the City of Berlin, which in fifty years has almost 
quadrupled, and says with evident pride that the publications of his bureau 
picture statistically for all these years the growth and spread of social 
legislation, the great transportation work undertaken by the state or on 
private initiative, the communal provisions which have become a pattern 
for all the world in the domain of hygiene, for the care of the sick and 
defective, for education and culture, for the proper distribution of articles 
of food, for housing, the building of streets and their up-keep, etc. That 
this is not an empty boast one may infer even from a mere reading of a list 
of the publications of this exceedingly industrious bureau to which reference 
is made below. It began, however, in a most modest way. The first 
appropriation for work amounted to only 600 Taler. In 1868 the magis- 
tracy provided for a director of the bureau and one technical assistant while 
the necessary clerical force was loaned by other departments. But in 1912 
the force of the bureau consisted, aside from the director and several 
scientifically trained assistants, of a clerical force of 43. It is interesting 
to note in this connection that the bureau has afforded an opportunity 
to volunteers who wished to obtain statistical training through practical 
work. Many such have from time to time been connected with the 
bureau from which they have graduated to leadership in statistical work in 
other places. 

A complete list of the different publications of the statistical bureau 
from its inception would occupy several pages. The more important are 
weekly reports (since 1872) ; monthly reports (since 1873) ; annual reports 
of the movement of population (since 1869) ; annual reports of morbidity 
and mortality; statistics of marriage and divorce begun in 1885; and the 
the statistical year-book (since 1867). The bureau has participated in 
every census of population since its foundation and published numerous 
special studies, for instance, in regard to loan establishments, sick insurance, 
labor conditions, housing, building, domestic economy, transportation, 
etc. In connection with the statistical bureaus of Charlottenberg, Rixdorf, 
Schoneberg and Wilmersdorf, it has begun the publication of monthly 
statistical reports for Greater Berlin. 
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Aside from its ordinary official duties, the Bureau has been enabled to 
participate in numerous local, national, and international expositions. 
Thus it has been represented at every meeting of the International Congress 
of Hygiene and Demography since 1882, at the World's Fair in Paris, the 
International Tuberculosis Congress in the same city, and lastly at the 
World's Fair at Turin and the exposition of the International Hygiene 
Congress at Dresden, not to mention numerous minor expositions. 

The bureau maintains its own library which is subsidized by the munici- 
pality and at present contains more than 36,000 volumes. It is probably 
true, as Doctor Silbergleit remarks, that as a repository of information 
in the field of municipal statistics this library is unsurpassed in the world. 

While the City of Berlin celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of its Statis- 
tical Bureau (yet it is by no means the oldest in the world), there is not a 
single American municipality which in the full sense of the word may be 
said to possess this adjunct to efficient government. In Germany, even 
some of the municipalities of the third and fourth class have come to regard 
statistical bureaus as a necessary part of the municipal machinery. Aus- 
tria-Hungary also sets a good example in this respect, likewise some 
of the cities of France, England, and the Scandinavian countries. Is it 
really a token of progress and enlightenment that our municipalities go 
about their business without taking scientific measurement of methods 
and results? Or is it not really an indication of backwardness that we 
manifest so little desire for systematic knowledge about municipal condi- 
tions and permit bureaus of statistics that have been established to languish 
for lack of authority and proper support? 

J. K. 



RECENT POPULATION GROWTH OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

During the years 1910 and 1911 many countries took a census of their 
population. The results in most cases have now been published at least 
to the extent of giving the number of persons or inhabitants enumerated. 
The following table shows the populations as nearly as possible at the begin- 
ning and at the end of the first decade of the twentieth century, together 
with the percentage of increase during the decade: 



